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RSFSKR RIVER NAVIGATION EXPARIED ;
IRTYSH FINALLY ICE-FREE

SMALL RIVER ROUIES GET NEW SHIPS -- ~ravda, No 125, L Jun &

The ship lines on small rivers in the RSFSR are organized on 220 rivers
having a total length of 27,000 kilomoters. Various types of freight are
carried, including agriculturai products, construction materials, petrolem
produots, coul, and peat. Passenger transport has ir.reassd continually.

In 1948, twico es much freight was irangported over small rivers as in 1947,
and in May 1949, freight transport was doudble that of May 1948,

Additional shipe are continually befug mede for the amall river fleet.
A pumbsr of shipbuilding and ship-repair enterpr:ses have bson built which
are producing, amng other kimds of shipe » now Lypec of catters and barges.
A new tug cutter with 150-horsepower capacity has recently been bduilt. A
90-horsepower cutte: is under comstructioz now. Production of barges rar
fuel transport hus been started.

At pcesent, preparations are being made to open up new water routes for
transport purpcses. Machines for dredging amd deepening rivers have been
produccl and survevs are now bein- conducted.

Developmsnt of small rivers is ciosely allied with construation of
rural GESs. The Gorel'skiy and Memontovskiy kolkhoz hydroelectric power
plants have alresdy been put into operation on the Tena Rivar. The Tan:.
haa been made uavigable and its waters are also used for irrigation.
Construction vork oa the Tana 1s continiing. The same type of work is being
done on other smmll rivers.

IRTYSH NAVIGATION DEIAYED BY ICE -- Bol'shevik Altaya, Ko 71, 22 Apr 49

Navigation has started on the Irtysh River, which has been freed of ice
from its upper waters to Semipalatinsk. On 21 April the first uhip, the
tug steamer Sownarkcm, arrived in Ust ' -Kamenogorsk from Glubokoye.
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Bol'shevik Alteya, No 6k, 12 Arr 49

'i'he dyné.m1 ting of ‘ice on the Ul'i: “rom the bridre to the Junction
of the river with the Irtysh has been comploted. The Ul'ba was blocked
by ice at the 22-kilometer mark amd & demolition brigade hed been sent

to clear it avay. The leve: of the Ul'ba at the bridge hed risen 21
centinmeters by 11 March.

Dynamiting of ice ontho "rtysh 18 being carried on in the vicinity
of the wharf and below for 12 kilometers. %here have already been 1,00
dynamitings ard there are to be 200 - 250 more. :

Iee on the Irtysh has been unugually thick this year, in ploces ae
thick es 13 seters.

Bol'shevik Altaya, No 69, 19 Apr 49

Tce flovw on the Irtysh River this veer is unusual and is accompanied by
oages of ico blocking. A large ice obsiruction Poymed withir the city limits
between the docks and the meat combine. The obstruction has lasted 2 days
and 1s threatening to flodl & conaiderable part of the city.

The emergency flood commiseion has taken & number of measures to fore-
stall the flowd, such ae blasting in the visinity of the meat combine, but
‘the wzter level has not changed. Work has been etarted on Btrengthening
the shore embaniment in the vicinity of Proletarskaya and Tokhtarov streets
and on constructing a second embankment to meet the approach of ice from
Bukhtare and the expected rise in the water level.

The commiesion has algo taken a mmber of meagures o organize breal
supplies and transport. The bread combine has rerervee cf btread and ie
providing uninterrupted supply to the population. The canmispion doss not
expect the high water level to lust for a long period.

SHTIKA RIVER FAVIGATION STARTS -- Zabeykal'skiy Raboohiy, No 83 , 29 Apr k9

Navigation has started on the Shilka River which 1s nov completely free
of ice. The eteam cutter Tunguska made the first voyage, a scouting trip
from Sretensk to the village of Pokrovka, on 27 April. The atesmer Engels
made its firet trip from SretensX to Ust'-Karsk on 29 i_ril. The entire
fleet amd port facilities have been comp.etely repaired.
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